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geopolitical problems, especially Russia

By Connor L. Erwin - Jan. 5

ensions between Russia and

Ukraine have risen signifi-

cantly over the past decade,
with Russia deploying troops,
tanks, artillery, and even ballistic
missiles along Ukraine’s border.
US intelligence has revealed that
Russia could launch an invasion as
soon as the end of January with as
many as 175,000 troops. Vladimir
Putin, the President of Russia, has
demanded Ukraine guarantee that
it will never join NATO or host its
missile strike systems, and threat-
ened the West to not cross Russia’s
“red lines”. The West, NATO, and
specifically the US has threatened
Russia with sanctions if Putin were
to follow through with an inva-
sion of Ukraine. This wouldn’t
be the first time Russia has seized
Ukrainian land in recent history
with the annexation of Crimea
in 2014. With Russia’s persistent
threats of war, many have begun to
wonder why Putin is so focused on
keeping Ukraine within their sphere
of influence at all costs.

The reasoning behind this crisis
can be traced back to Russia’s geog-
raphy and history. Russia histori-
cally was protected by its immense
size. While the USSR’s expansion
into Europe was to spread the
Socialist Revolution, it was also
in part to create a greater barrier
from Moscow against the US and
the West. With the collapse of
the USSR, several former USSR
states and satellites have now joined
NATO. With NATO and the US
expanding further Eastward into
Europe, Russia is losing its barrier
of protection from Moscow and

N

Crimea Q/JH“’"J

UKRAINE

Black Sea

eastern Ukraine. Map courtesy of Encyclopedia Britannica 2012

sees NATO troops on their front
doorstep.

With this Western threat, Russia
has sought to keep close ties with
its former Soviet counterparts,
specifically Ukraine. Over the
past decade; however, Ukraine has
Continued on page 4

By Katie Coleman - Jan. 3

ince the collapse of the Soviet

Union in 1991, relationships

between Russia and other
former Soviet nations have been
extremely complicated and, at
times, extremely tense. Few former
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Soviet nations have had as tumul-
tuous a relationship with Russia as
Ukraine, with relations between the
two becoming incredibly hostile
following the Ukrainian Revolution
and the annexation of the Crimean
Peninsula in 2014. Recent months
have proven to be an escalation

of these already high tensions, as
Russia has stationed as many as
100,000 troops on the Ukrainian
border. This act of aggression has
led many to view a Russian invasion
of Ukraine as imminent, and world
leaders are scrambling to prevent
further violent conflict between

the two nations. While Putin has
reportedly removed 10,000 troops
from the border, there continues to

be a strong military presence there,
Continued on page 5
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U.S. should regulate

[ranian nuclear program

By Sam Bower

ith the discovery of

nuclear fission, nuclear

capability has been a
coveted technological advancement.
The bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki showed the world how
powerful and devastating nuclear
weapons are, proving that having
access to this kind of weapon makes
a country significantly more dan-
gerous. Countries like the United
States and the Soviet Union spent
billions on building their nuclear
programs. The desire to have this
technology was not limited to the
aforementioned countries, but also
to countries such as Iran. Iranian
scientists began working on advanc-
ing their nuclear program. (“Iran’s
Nuclear Capabilities Fast Facts”).
Their advancements have made
other countries worried because
the more advanced Iran’s nuclear
technology becomes, a nuclear war
in the Middle East might become
a possibility. Israel is wary of Iran’s
growing nuclear program, suspect-
ing that they might be a target if
Iran obtains nuclear weapons. Iran
remains firm in its stance that its
advancements are only peaceful
but economic repercussions have
made Iran willing to more heavily
regulate their program. (Schuller
and Moulson).

In 2018, former United States
President Donald Trump withdrew
the country from the 2015 agree-
ment with Iran and implemented
economic sanctions on the Iranian
oil sector. The Treasury Department
placed sanctions on 18 Iranian
banks to block Iran from the global
economy and further hurt the
Iranian economy. (Verma, Pranshu,
and Farnaz Fassihi). After the U.S.
removed itself from the deal, Iran
began growing their program again,
using advanced centrifuges and
enriching uranium almost to the
point of weapons-grade. This status
has worried countries in the region

like Israel who fear they might be
attacked with nuclear weapons.

In December of 2021, negotia-
tions between Iran and five other
countries (which include Britain,
France, Germany, the U.S., China,
and Russia) over reinstituting the
2015 nuclear deal began. Iran wants
to be allowed to export its crude oil
freely and sanctions on their econ-
omy to be removed. (Schuller and
Moulson). As part of negotiations,
two joint drafts are being created
by negotiators. One draft explains
sanctions related to the nuclear deal
that the U.S. must remove and the
other draft states what Iran has to
do to change its nuclear program

to align with the guidelines created
in the nuclear deal. To realign itself
with the nuclear deal, Iran is expect-
ed to reduce its nuclear stockpile
and abandon the use of advanced
centrifuges. Iran remains wary as to
if the U.S. will invest in the country
or if progress now will only be taken
back with the possible election of a
new president. (“Iran Nuclear Deal:
Eighth Round of Talks Begins in
Vienna”).

While the negotiations have just
begun, Iran wants all economic
sanctions to be lifted and in return,
they will allow the other countries
to regulate their nuclear program.
The Iranian nuclear program has
always stated that any technological
advancements are only peaceful in
nature. There have not been any
explicit moves to create any type
of nuclear weaponry. Sanctions
against Iran have hurt the economy,
decreasing the amount of crude oil
that can be exported, which is a vi-
tal industry for Iran. Iran is willing
to have its nuclear program more
heavily regulated if these sanctions
will be removed and assurances of
foreign investment can be made.

Sam Bower is a senior in AP
Comparative Government taught
by Global Studies Director Ryan
DeMarco

Protesters in Los Angeles call for free elections and more rights for women in Iran. Above
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right, a political cartoon illustrates how the UN-sponsored treaty with Iran to limit nu-
clear weapon development also reveals a Western desire for oil. Images courtesy of EB.com/

imageBROKER/Carsten Reisinger

Tranian women deserve
more rights and freedom

By Reagan Nye

ranian women have little

freedom and a lack of human

rights. Women are denied
and restricted access to education,
employment, marriage, government
representation, and even how they
are allowed to dress. According to
the constitution and penal code
of the Islamic Republic, the life
of a woman is regarded as half as
valuable as that of a man. Overall,
the lack of women’s civil liberties is
putting the women population at
risk by endangering their safety.

Women'’s civil liberties were not

implemented until after the Shah
launched the White Revolution,
which had expanded women’s rights
and introduced more Western
values. This came to a halt when
the Shias launched the Cultural
revolution, which in turn wiped out
women’s rights and any Western
influence. Since then, women are
required to wear headscarves and
long coats in public. Women must
wear a hijab, if they do not abide
by this it could result in serious
punishment.

Women have not been welcomed
to run for president for the past
forty years due to the literal “inter-
pretation of the Islamic Republic
Constitution”. This has not allowed
women in Iran to share their voice
in executive government functions.
A minor solution to the lack of civil
liberties in Iran was the fact that
women were allowed to run in the
2021 presidential election. Abbas
Ali Kadkhodaei, spokesperson for
Iran’s Guardian Council, spoke in a
press conference that “women will
not be prohibited from entering
the 2021 presidential race”. With
women in government roles this
might be a step towards a renewal
of women’s civil liberties

I think a solution to the lack of
women’s civil liberties would be
to allow women in all positions of
government. With women in higher
power there would be possibility for
reform whether it be for employ-
ment and education or how they are
supposed to dress and look.

Reagan Nye is a senior in AP
Comparative Government taught
by Global Studies Director Ryan
DeMarco
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Mexico needs a bett

n the past decade, Mexico has
faced severe consequences and
alerts due to pollution. Since
their population is expanding,
many cities have experienced diffi-
culties providing a safe environment
for their citizens. As the air becomes
less clear and the smog alerts in-
crease, the citizens of Mexico are at
risk for numerous health issues.
Population growth affects many
factors in a country’s supplies and
systems. As Mexico’s population
expanded, more people bought cars,
used electricity and other amenities
in their homes, and went to school.
All of these things require energy,
as well as releasing gasses to do so.
As pollution rises, the air might
become thick and foggy, resulting
in smog. This can be very dangerous
to the citizen’s health, affecting their
short-term and long-term health.
As a response to help minimize the
pollution in the country, Mex-
ico set many restrictions on its
Nigerias oi
igerias oil
igeria is one of the most
oil-rich countries in the
world, as well as one with
an increasing amount of coun-
try-wide poverty rates. These two
characteristics should not coexist
within the same country, but still,
they do and have been for a while.
The reason for the astonishing
poverty rates are mainly due to
corruption within the government
and from the huge oil companies
that keep all of the money that they
make to themselves. Over 50% of
Nigeria’s population in 2010 were
below the poverty line, meaning
over half of Nigerian citizens do not
have access to sufficient housing,
food, jobs, education and more.
This is a problem that goes deep
within the foundation of the coun-
try, but it is very possible to turn it
around.
Mass poverty rates can be the
effect of several different things
like inequality, limited govern-
ment control, and limited access
to things that people cannot live

citizens. These actions are not the
same across the whole country and
are mainly occurring in the most
populated and at-risk cities. “Based
on license plate
numbers, every
car must be
kept off the
road one day

a week and

one Saturday a
month through |
the end of June
(Kahn).” Since
more people
were not able to S8
use their cars,
public transpor-
tation has be-
come crowded.
The restrictions
change the
citizens’ lives
through work,
habit, and school. Many had to
evaluate the way their life and their

OP-ED .
er environmental policy

wastes to keep the country safe.

Mexico was able to make changes
and adapt to its pollution crisis.
Although many of their solutions
were taking
time to create
a difference,
the COVID
pandemic
sparked another
discrepancy.
Since people
were not able to
go out and use
public trans-
portation, they
were at home
using more
# cnergy than

& usual. While
Mexico’s citi-
zens were stuck
at home, their
environmen-
tal protection systems had to be
changed to keep them safe from the
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environment and disease.

Pollution is an issue that needs to
be addressed as quickly as possible.
In response to this crisis, many
citizens have taken their actions to
help the environment. Electric cars
and solar panels will help guide the
citizens towards renewable energy
while maintaining their regular
lives. If the environment in Mexico
is not safe, then its citizens are not
safe. Furthermore, more public
transportation to support its grow-
ing population could help minimize
pollution released by cars. Finally,
the country needs to maintain its
policies on checking its citizens and
companies. This will make sure that
nobody exceeds their energy usage,
and it will keep everyone working
together for a common goal.
Reagan Nye is a senior in AP
Comparative Government taught
by Global Studies Director Ryan
DeMarco

money should help its poorest people

without. The reason for poverty in
Nigeria includes all of these things,
but they are all drawn from the
corruption in the government and
by huge oil companies around the
country. These oil companies make
enough money to prevent Nigerian
citizens from living in poverty, but
they do not because they choose to
keep the money they make all to
themselves. When
money is made and
does not circulate
around the whole
country, it causes ey dﬂd fZZCl
only people with
well-paying jobs to
live comfortably.
If the money from the oil produc-
tion in Nigeria was not kept for the
wealthy only, it would go towards
social expenditures and public
goods for people in need, such as
better education, housing opportu-
nities, health care, and safer public
spaces. For example, in countries
such as South Africa and Benin,

the amount of public spending

‘the government
should also [gz've mon-

ities to the
people in need’

from the GDP is around 3 percent,
however this same kind of public
spending in Nigeria is only 0.28%.
This shows that it is completely
possible for Nigeria’s government to
give more money to the public, but
they choose not to because of greed.
The lack of money circulation in
Nigeria also leads to inflation which
heightens the prices for necessities
like food and
housing. This
makes living in
Nigeria especially
hard for common
people because
prices and poverty
continue to rise
exponentially. The COVID-19
pandemic has also hit Nigeria really
hard within the past couple of years
because many people are not able to
stop working the jobs that they do
have to quarantine or take care of
their healths, which in turn spreads
the virus more and more through-
out the country. When people are
already having trouble paying for

schooling, housing, food and other
necessities, help is needed from the
government to compensate for the

increased struggle that comes along
with a global pandemic.

Poverty is a problem that is not
simple to solve, but it is entirely
possible if the government starts
caring about their country and
watching the big oil companies
more carefully. Without a tighter
government, Nigeria’s wealthy class
will continue to keep money and
jobs to themselves, while the rest
of the Nigerian population will
struggle with things that no one
should have to worry about in the
21st century. Along with increased
control, the government should
also give money and facilities to the
people in need by measures such
as healthcare, pensions, and other
social expenditures.

Amaria Ford is a senior in AP
Comparative Government taught
by Global Studies Director Ryan
DeMarco
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Russia should not neglect climate change

By Maddie Monroe

very country in the world is in some

way impacted by the ongoing issue of

climate change. Among these is Russia, a
region where the environment and its population
are affected by rising temperatures, deforesta-
tion, melting of permafrost in the Arctic, and
forest fires, all of which lead to more and more
problems as time goes on. Russia has recently
started working to combat its issues with global
warming, but outsiders are skeptical of Russian
president Vladimir Putin and his promises and
not many changes are being made.

With temperatures increasing all over the

world, various issues are arising for humanity
as our environment starts to change. In Russia
specifically, there is much to be alarmed about.
In the past few years, Russia, a heavily forested
region, has been dealing with a rising number of
forest fires and increased deforestation, upping
the amount of greenhouse gases in the envi-
ronment and stimulating climate change. With
climate change comes much warmer tempera-
tures in traditionally cold parts of the world like
the Arctic. The Arctic comprises about half of
Russia and is home to a large percentage of the

Forest fires burn in Russia in 2014:NASA GSFC
LANCE/EOSDIS MODIS Rapid Response Team

country’s population. The melting of permafrost,
the frozen layer of ground that makes up the
Arctic region, is leading to fears of erosion and
landslides, new diseases found in the ice that hu-
mans and animals lack immunity to, and hunger
for populations of indegenous Russians if animal
species are diminished.

Generally known for its lack of activism in re-
gards to climate change, Russia has recently start-
ed to make an effort to change. An increase in
awareness of the importance of the issue at hand
has been made clear to the Russian people. They
have also been made aware of the risk they are at
if they don’t prepare for what could happen in

the near future. In October of 2021, Russia signed
onto the COP26 deal which serves to protect
forested areas around the world from deforestation
and a rise in greenhouse gas emissions. Putin also
announced Russia’s goal to hit net zero in carbon
emissions by 2060. Many believe this plan is just
not plausible as the forests of Russia would have to
absorb extreme amounts of greenhouse gases in a
relatively short amount of time and Russia contin-
ues to increase its usage production of fossil fuels,
making the country’s situation even worse.

While Putin claims to be cracking down and try-
ing to make changes in Russia in order to counter
global warming, he is not doing enough. Though
climate change cannot be stopped entirely, its
progress can be slowed and its degree can be less-
ened. Putin should do better to bring awareness to
his people and should cut back on the production
of fossil fuels like oil and coal. He should also
put harsher restrictions on deforestation and try
to make laws to preserve the forest and Arctic
environments of Russia in order to help the lives

of his people.

Maddie Monroe is a senior in AP Comparative
Government taught by Global Studies Director
Ryan DeMarco

Russia’s oil and gas economy causes problems

By Riley Garst

n 2022, Russia’s economy is projected to rise
at just 2% each year. Most of the people in
Russia also have terrible living conditions and
live off of very little money. The reason for this is
they are doubling down on conservative policies
and pulling out of the world’s economy.
One of the reasons for Russia’s slow-growing
economy is their oil and gas industry. Most of
Russia’s economic power comes from the export

of oil and gas. This can cause problems because
due to the instability of the oil and gas prices.
If the price of oil and gas goes down, Russia’s
economy will plummet.

Another problem with Russia’s economy is
inflation. The inflation rate as of December 2021
is 8% across Russia. This is not being matched
with rising wages, which is making it harder for
people to purchase what they need.

A solution for these problems is for Russia to
not have its economy almost solely based on oil

and gas. If Russia did this, their economy would
be more stable and they would have fewer times
of a really low economy. A more stable economy
would most likely lower the inflation rate as well.
In order to increase the living conditions, they
need to provide jobs to the remote locations of
Russia where living conditions are the lowest.

Riley Garst is a senior in AP Comparative
Government taught by Global Studies Director
Ryan DeMarco

Russias invasion of Ukraine stems from many impulses

Continued from front page
grown closer to the West and NATO, which is seen as a direct threat to
Putin’s regime in Russia. This is the reason for Russia’s illegal annexation
of Crimea in 2014. While Russia claimed this annexation was to protect
the ethnic Russians who resided in Crimea, it was mostly to secure the port
of Sevastapol, which greatly expanded Russia’s fleet and maritime trade
as greater relations with the West could lead have led to Ukraine cutting
Russia’s lease to the port.

Understanding all of this explains why Russia is so aggressive against
Ukraine and has lined up its military along the border, but NATO and the
West have made efforts to aid Ukraine. The UK is set to help Ukraine build

two naval bases. Germany has threatened Putin that the opening of Russia’s
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline in Germany could not come into service.

I believe that Russia must step down and let Ukraine decide its own destiny.
The threat of war is immense, as increasing tensions could lead to another
arms race not just between Russia and Ukraine but across all of Europe.
Furthermore, Russia’s most vital ports are at the mercy of Nato members or
allies, and if NATO decided to cut off the Bosphorus and Danish Straits the
Russian economy would be crippled and the consequences for the Russian
people would be enormous.

Connor Erwin is a senior Global Studies Scholar from in AP Compara-
tive Government taught by Global Studies Director Ryan DeMarco
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By Ariana Cardwell

or a long time Russia has
F faced a problem with civil

liberties and freedoms for the
people. The past couple of years
this problem has gained even more
traction with the rise of a pandemic
and a changing world. They have
really struggled with allowing peo-
ple freedoms and rights throughout
the past couple of years. Covid-19
was a factor in the harsher actions
from the governments to the people
and their rights and liberties.

In Russia currently there are harsh
measures on the people to deal with
the Covid- 19 pandemic. Russia
has restricted human rights even
further than they have done in the
past. As Covid began penalties
also began for spreading what the
government deemed to be “false
information.” These punishments
ranged from fines to years of
imprisonment. People working in
healthcare in Russia were not given
protective equipment needed for
their jobs and many of them suf-
fered or even died from Covid due
to this. Many healthcare workers
wanted to speak out on this but
would face retaliation or even lose
their jobs. Many region also began
putting trackers and devices on the
peoples phones to see if they were
exposed, had covid, or had even
symptoms of the virus. The app
would even issue fines for people
that were typically wrong. This app
no longer exist but the country has
also used their surveillance systems
to punish people for breaking
isolation. During this time there
was even a time where Moscow
hospitals suspended legal abortions.
Russia used the pandemic to limit
their peoples freedoms and liberties
Russia has also buckled
down on freedom of speech and

“legally.”

assembly. They have punished
many journalists and considered
them terrorists for writing the truth
about Russia and the government.
They even began closing down
media freedoms during the past

year. Russia used covid as a way

OP-ED
Russia should expand civil liberties to people
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to not allow mass gatherings and
protests. They consider the freedom
of assembly against their Covid pro-
tecauls. Though the country’s covid
cases are and have been at a all time
high because in reality they will not
actually buckle down on covid or
close down things at all they only
use Covid as an excuse and a way to
limit the liberties and freedoms of
the Russian people.

I think the way for a change
to happen in Russia and a great
solution would be modernization
of the country. I believe that there
needs to be a revolution started
by the people who want to see the
change because many of them do.
Vladimir Putin’s success rate is at an
all time low therefore it would be a
perfect time for people to demand
change. The people would need
back up from outside countries and
should call to the U.S. and the E.U.
for help to modernize the country.
This could bring many countries in
to a war but could be worth it for
one of the biggest most powerful
countries to become democratic.
Ariana Cardwell is a senior in AP
Comparative Government taught
by Global Studies Director Ryan
DeMarco

‘A perfect time

for people to
demand change.”

Katie Coleman'’s opinion continued from page 1

and fears of invasion have not lessened.

Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Ukraine gained its formal
independence as a nation. Since the 1991 vote to leave the USSR, the
country has been an ideological battleground between the West and Russia,
with Cold War Era debates over Democracy and Communism becoming
the center of Ukrainian foreign affairs for decades to follow. This debate
is epitomized in the battle for Ukraine to join NATO. NATO, or the
North Adantic Treaty Organization, is a military alliance between a number
of Western nations with an original mission of preventing the spread of
Communism post World War II. Member nations span Europe and North
America, and there are currently 30 countries in the organization. Ukraine
has attempted to join NATO for years, only shelving their request to join
the organization in 2010, when a pro-Russia president took office. This
president was ousted in the 2014 Ukrainian Revolution, which caused an
explosion of conflict between Russia and Ukraine. In the same year, Russia
annexed Crimea, a Ukrainian territory, and violence has persisted between
the two since. A ceasefire in 2020 led to a decrease in conflict in the East-
ern Ukrainian region of Donbas, which has been a hub for violence for the
past seven years, although the stationing of Russian troops on the Ukrainian
border threatens to reignite conflict in the area. When questioned on his
decision to send troops to the border, Putin has cited Ukraine’s relationship
with NATO as a driving force behind this aggressive move. Putin remains
adamant in demanding that Ukraine is not admitted into NATO, whose
expansion into Eastern Europe has angered Russia for years. Additionally,
Putin has called for NATO to lessen its military presence in Eastern Europe.

Calming the situation on the Ukrainian border has proved to be incred-
ibly challenging, and Putin does not seem willing to compromise on his
demands regarding NATO and its relationship with Eastern Europe. In an
attempt to deter Putin, both the United States and the EU have threatened
extreme sanctions on Russia, President Biden has spoken with him twice in
the month of December, and is preparing for security talks between Amer-
ican and Russian officials in early January. Additionally, there are planned
talks between NATO and Russia. However, for Russia, the issue on the
border is simple. Russia wants NATO out of Eastern Europe and away
from Ukraine, and seems to be willing to remove troops only when these
demands are met. It is apparent that he will not be satisfied until NATO’s
reach no longer extends into Eastern Europe.

Katie Coleman is a senior Global Studies Scholar from in AP Compara-
tive Government taught by Global Studies Director Ryan DeMarco
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By Alice Ying

utoring institutions have

always been a crucial indus-

try in China. In a Western
society, tutoring may mainly serve
the purpose of strengthening stu-
dents’ comprehension for subjects
and bringing them to the point
where they can move at the same
pace as the rest of the class. Tutor-
ing in China, on the other hand,
consolidates the knowledge learnt in
the class while constantly teaching
new advanced knowledge. With
the slogan “Don’t let your child
lose at the starting line”, more and
more children start participating in
tutoring institutions at a young age.
However, the Chinese education
department has recently passed a
new policy (“Double Reduction”)
aiming reductions in both time
required by school homework and
off-campus academic training. The
new policy made a significant crash
on private tutoring industries and
the stock prices of Chinese tutoring
industries plummeted right after.
While many people are facing un-
employment, the emergence of this
new policy poses greater pressure
and competitions
on Chinese kids
and parents.

In 1986, the
Chinese govern-
ment passed an
education law,
initiating the
nine-year compulsory education in
China. The nine years consisted of
six years of elementary schooling
and three years of secondary school-
ing (middle school). By the last
year of secondary school, students
would take a senior high school
entrance exam called Zhongkao.
The results determine whether the
students can continue their educa-
tion at a high level or heading to
a vocational school instead. Those
who have entered high schools
would face another nation-wide
exam after three years of schooling
called the Gaokao, or the nation-

OP-ED
Chinese educational tests distress students
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visit. Photo by Robert Robillard Below: Images of middle school girls in Jilin province study for exams. Sovfoto/Universal Images Group

al college entrance exam. Each
university has the lowest admission
score by region, and students can be
admitted if they meet this require-
ment. In addition, the Gaokao

is the only criterion for Chinese
university admission. In general, the
Gaokao tests student’s knowledge
on Chinese literature, mathematics,
a second language (mostly English)
and a test of a subject students are
likely to study in the university.

On July 24, 2021, the initiation
of the double
reduction policy
set out multiple
requirements and
goals, especially
targeting the
private tutoring
institutions. “Sub-
ject-based” off-campus training,
tutoring subjects offered by the
nine-year compulsory education,
are strictly prohibited. At the same
time, non-subject-based, off-campus
training would have to be approved
by the government’s standards in
order to keep operating. Econom-
ically, companies are banned from
investing in those “subject-based”
institutions on the stock market.
After the policy became official, sev-
eral prestigious tutoring institutions
continuously faced shut down and
several employees had to leave their

office.

It seemed that the double reduc-
tion policy would put every kid at
the same starting line, but it is not
in reality. Students and parents from
upper classes
are able to find
one-to-one
private tutoring
and keep
subject-based
tutoring under
the ground level
with higher
cost. Students
from middle
classes; however,
cannot afford the exorbitant tuition
for one-to-one tutor after their right
to attend large-scale classes at tu-
toring institutions is stripped away
by the government. That makes the
middle class parents push them-
selves to limits, hoping their kids
can enjoy the same privilege as the
upper class kids. Children from the
lower class who can never afford to
attend tutoring institutions remain
on the lower-bottom level. In other
words, the new policy does not
change the big picture too much
besides making the upper class
spend more and making the middle
class stress out.

In fact, the Zhongkao and
Gaokao systems should change
along with the policy. It is unfair for
students’ fates to be easily changed

by one exam. Colleges and high
schools should evaluate students
from a holistic perspective regarding
their backgrounds, talents, hobbies
etc. With a
current goal
promoting
non-subject
training,
schools should
take those
aspects into
consideration.
Academic
testing should
be stan-
dardized nationwide and keep the
outside-classroom knowledge to a
minimum. China should also stan-
dardize their teaching materials to
make sure educational resources are
allocated evenly in the country. In
an ideal world, the educational sys-
tem should be revolutionized with
the prerequisite that every child
can participate in the nine-year
compulsory education. China has
demonstrated an optimistic trend
in the passing years and hopefully
the rate of children completing nine
year compulsory education can
become 100% in the near future.
Alice Ying is a senior Global Stud-
ies Scholar from Shanghair in AP
Comparative Government taught
by Global Studies Director Ryan
DeMarco



FEBRUARY 2022

OP-

ED

PAGE 7

[s Taiwan its own country?

By Yingming Ma

bout a month before, the
news about “Taiwanese
epresentative Office in

Lithuania’ flooded the Chinese so-
cial media. It is the first Republic of
China’s first new European outpost
in 18 years, and the only representa-
tive Office using the name “Taiwan”
established in a country which al-
ready establish diplomatic relations
with the People’s Republic of Chi-
na. (Taiwan established diplomatic
relationship with 14 countries plus
Somaliland, China 181 countries,
normally when indicating the Re-
public of China the countries who
has a diplomatic relationship with
PRC usually uses Taipei, China, a
term which the PRC government as
less separative) The representative
office established on November
18th, 2021. As claimed by Foreign
Ministry Spokesperson Zhao Lijian
on December 31, 2021, Lithuania’s
action “creates the false impression
of ‘one China, one Taiwan’ in the
world. This erroneous act severely
infringed upon China’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity and gravely
hurt China’s core interests. China
has every right to make legitimate
and reasonable responses.” PRC
government, on November 22nd,
2021 downgrades diplomatic ties
with Lithuania, stop issuing visas
to the country and established
trade restrictions. This issue seems
come to an end when Lithuanian
president says opening a Taiwan
Representative Office was ‘mistake’,
on April 4, 2022, that he was not
consulted about the move. But the
problem of Taiwan-China-World
relationship still remains.

The problem started with the es-
tablishment of People’s Republic Of
China on Oct, 1, 1949 which both
People’s Republic of China and Re-
public of China claims the authori-
ty of the present Chinese mainland
and Taiwan and both agreed that
Taiwan is an inseparable part of
China. Without a formal Ceasefire

agreement, china remains in the
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circumstance of civil war until now.
The most authoritative military
document for Taiwan Strait rela-
tions is Statement of the Ministry
of National Defense on cessation of
shelling on islands such as the Great
Golden Gate, in 1979, which allows
some communication between the
two government. On the first day of
the same year, Chinese government
also published Letter to Compatri-
ots in Taiwan showing the will of
seizing fire, calming that both gov-
ernment’s declaration of sovereignty
over “China” is a good foundation
to build a harmony relationship.
Similar ideas has been revealed

in White Paper--The One-China
Principle and the Taiwan Issue by
the PRC government in Feb, 21st,
2000, that “only by adhering to the
One-China Principle can peaceful
reunification be achieved.” The
same document also claims that
“the Chinese government has the
right to resort to any necessary

means.” Over the Taiwan issue “To

Hi Channe!

safeguard China’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity and realize the
reunification of the two sides of the
Straits”. As PRC remain solid on
the One-China Principle, ROC’s
attitude gradually changed. During
the regime of Chiang Kai-shek and
his son Chiang Ching-kuo, PRC
remain solid on the One-China
Principle, and clams themselves

as the authorized representative of
China internationally. But after
1990 when Lee Teng-hui served as
president of ROC, he recognize

the legitimacy of PRC for the first
time, and claimed the relation
between ROC and PRC as a special
relation between two countries.
During the governance of Chen
Shui-bian government, ROC retreat
from defending ROC and PRC as
two countries, but emphasized on
the difference between two places.
Under the governance of Ma Ying-
jeou, the ROC government went
back to the one-China principle but
still emphasizing the difference. Un-

til now, under the governance Tsai
Ing-wen, Taiwan explicitly aiming
for independence of Taiwan. In the
constitution of ROC, the definition
of ROC territory changes from a
territory includes mainland china,
Mongolia, and Taiwan during 1949
to a blurry term of “its inherent
territory”

As ROG hesitantly went for
independence, the international
attitude also changes several times.
The legitimacy Taiwan as part
of China come from The Cairo
Conference, which ED.R met with
Chinese President Chiang Kai-shek
and British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill in Cairo, and agreed
that territories taken from China
by Japan, including Manchuria,
Taiwan, and the Pescadores, would
be returned to the control of the
Republic of China after the conflict
ended, and the eighth clause of
Potsdam Declaration, “The terms
of the Cairo Declaration shall be
carried out and Japanese sovereign-
ty shall be limited to the islands
of Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu,
Shikoku and such minor islands
as we determine.” The PRC, who
viewed themselves a legitimate
successor of ROC will and should
inherit all rights and responsibility
of ROC internationally, including
Taiwan limiting the problem within
the nation. This idea seems to be
confirmed when the UN passed
the General Assembly Resolution
2758, recognizing PRC as the only
lawful representatives of China, and
PRC is one of the five permanent
member of the Security Council,
and the Chiang Kai-shek govern-
ment as unlawful. But the American
headed democratic world didn’t
want this happen, especially when
USSR still exists and backing China
up. The article of Memorandum on
Formosa by Douglas MacArthur,
Commander in Chief, Far East,
by June, 14th,1950 clearly listed
the benefit of keeping Taiwan as a
neutral or an allied to the democrat-
ic world.

continued on page 8
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Chinese people can increase birth rate now

By Isabel Blackshaw

hina has had the largest population for

centuries. ‘The countries’ population had

been growing so quickly that the gov-
ernment had to take some drastic measures like
the one-child policy which was introduced in the
1980s. However, China’s population is slowing
down and in danger of decline by 2027.
China is starting to see the consequences of their
one-child policy. Births declined by 18% in
2020 which was the fourth year in a row that the
birth rate has dropped. The Chinese govern-
ment got rid of the one-child policy in 2015 and
implemented a two-child policy, but now the
government is allowing three children per family
to stop the decline in birth rates.
People born before the one-child policy are near
retirement age and there is not a large younger
generation to replace them. Birth rates have been
declining for a number of reasons. First, there
are not enough women having kids. During the
time of the one-child policy, boys were the pre-
ferred gender to have so girls were often aborted
or given away. Therefore, today, there are less
women in China having kids. Also, the younger
generation is not eager to start a family, many
people are discouraged by the cost of raising a
child, and infertility is higher in China than in

Taiwan?

continued from page 7

In the memorandum, suggested that con-
trolling of Taiwan could effectively stop the
communist spreading towards South-east Asia
and further, serve as a part of the Island Chain
(the strategy haven’t been developed yet but
means similar things here), and it’s geography
is closer to mainland China than Okinawa. He
compare Taiwan to an aircraft carrier never sink,
which could serve as a front post and resource
base for both sides of the cold war. On June,
27th, 1950, Truman ordered the seventh fleet
sailing to the Taiwan Strait, protecting Taiwan.
With his earlier announcement of American
will not interference with the Taiwan issue, his
action set the complicated tune of American’s
attitude towards Taiwan issue. The sophisticated
relationship between Beijing, Taipei, and Wash-
ington could also represented in the diplomatic
agreements between the three governments. In
August 17, 1982, Joint U.S.-China Communi-
qué, “the United States of America recognized
the Government of the People’s Republic of Chi-

other countries in the world.

Economically, a shrinking population is not good
for China because there is a smaller working class
and a larger older population. With less workers,
less money will be made, but more money with
need to go to the older generation.

To fix this problem, the government should
encourage women to have children and lift any
remaining policies on the number of children
women in China are allowed to have. The

government needs to reduce the financial burden
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na as the sole legal government of China, and it
acknowledged the Chinese position that there is
but one China and Taiwan is part of China.” But
soon US government established an agreement of
Six Assurances with Taipei, saying “the August 17
Communiqué, ‘should not be read to imply that
we have agreed to engage in prior consultations
with Beijing on arms sales to Taiwan’. Congres-
sional Research Service summarized American’s
attitude towards Taiwan issue in China/Taiwan:
Evolution of the “One China” Policy—Key
Statements from Washington, Beijing, and Tai-
pei, “Since 1971, U.S. Presidents—both secretly
and publicly—have articulated a “one China”
policy in understandings with the PRC”, but
“not recognizing the PRC’s claim over Taiwan
or Taiwan as a sovereign state, U.S. policy has
considered Taiwan’s status as unsettled.”

Taiwan issue not means way more than a civil
way within a developing country, together with
the Russian-Ukraine issue (which I wanted to
talk about too) some people view them as the
most likely cause of WWIIIL. And maybe it is
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of having a child by having free education or
reducing the cost of education. They need to
make flexible work hours for women, as well as,
offering paid maternity leave, and free childcare.
If the Chinese government took these steps to in-
centivize people to have children, then the birth
rates would stop declining which would help the
overall population growth.

isabel Blackshaw is a senior Global Studies
Scholar in AP Comparative Government taught
by Global Studies Director Ryan DeMarco
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administr
thc only solution towards the problem. If the

war didn’t happen and if PRC keeps growing,
Taiwan’s meaning for America and the demo-
cratic world will kept decreasing. Because PRC

is developing its Naval forces in deep ocean re-
cently, aided with the slowly catching aircraft and
missile technology, Island chain will be more and
more fragile, thus unnecessary to maintain. As
Chinese mainland economy and technology de-
veloped, countries will be more willing of being
friends rather than enemy, to share this market
with almost 1/5 of the world population, and
Taiwan, will no longer supported by any states.
Without support from foreign countries, Chinese
government could easily regain Taiwan by force
or peacefully, that without foreign aid, trade,
army, Taiwan will only go poorer, less prosperous
by now, while China, on the other hand, going
towards the opposite, citizens in Taiwan will re-
quired to return to China for better opportunity.
Yingming Ma is a senior from Shanghai in AP
Comparative Government taught by Global
Studies Director Ryan DeMarco



