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Former vets discuss meaning of Veteran’s Day

Oorah! George Cartledge II, father of Joseph Cartledge (‘16), Emma Cartledge (‘18) and Charlotte Cartledge, presented Fred Flora, who fought with General Patton during World War Two to 
the high school and middle school on Veteran’s Day. Flora has been working for Grand, Cartledge’s home furnishing business, since the end of the war. Along with Flora, teachers and administrators, 
David Lake, Ed Dickenson, Malcolm Douglas and Scott Wilde talked about their expierences and what resignated with them since wearing the uniform. David Lake (above picture) was in the 
Marine Corps. for six years, following in his father’s footsteps, who not only was a marine, but an FBI agent as well. While serving his country, Lake only prayed that he not have to go to combat, 
and his prayers were answered. His finals words to the audience were to pray for those whose prayers are left unanswered. Photo by Campbell Lake

Students exercise and voluteer early Thanksgiving morning

By Meagan Pruitt

Fall Muses at Bay is cancelled for the first time in years

By Tyler Slash

Bedside care: Swain’s teammates visit him 
at the hospital before his surgeries. Photo by 
Stephen Alexander

   The high school’s fall talent show, Mus-
es at Bay, was cancelled for the first time.
   Last year, four groups signed up, and 
in past years, there have been as many 
as 12 groups. This fall, only two groups 
volunteered to perform in front of the 
high school.
   Have the students of the high school 
lost all talent? 
   “Lots of kids maybe didn’t realize what 
it was,” Susan Baker, assistant to the up-
per school director and registrar, said. 
“Some core performers graduated (Ryan 
Hunt, Zach Austin, Nicole Chaney, 
Caitie McDonnell). Also, I didn’t pro-
mote it for as long beforehand. It really 

takes about a month of serious remind-
ing and begging!  I really hope we can 
pull it together as a community for win-
ter and spring. It’s been a tradition for 
years - I remember my brothers perform-
ing in Muses at Bay when they were at 
NCS in the late ’90s / early ’00s. That’s 
why I volunteered to coordinate it. It’s a 
special tradition which could easily fall 
by the wayside if we don’t keep it going.”
   When Muses was cancelled, students 
had an option to either receive extra help 
from teachers during Thursday activity 
period or participate in dodge ball in the 
CAC. While Muses was an utter failure, 
dodge ball was a success with over half of 
the male population participating. 
   The crowd’s favorite band, All Physics, 

No Chemistry, decided not to sign up for 
the talent show this fall due to the loss of 
founders, who are now in college. With-
out enough people to perform, Kevin 
Wells, Physics teacher, and Michael 
Schaefer, English 10 teacher, who are the 
band’s advisors, made the ultimate deci-
sion to put off their performance until 
the winter Muses at Bay. By then they 
hope to have more band members.
   “To be honest, overall student partici-
pation in Muses has been lackluster since 
Hatcher Worthy graduated in 2011,” 
Wells said. “He was an energetic and 
charismatic young man who not only 
emceed Muses and performed himself 
but recruited many students to perform. 
While various people have filled in as 

By Meagan Pruitt

   This is the fourth year that high school students 
will be volunteering for the Rescue Mission on early 
Thanksgiving morning.
   There were 25 participants last year, who showed up 
in below freezing weather to run traffic control and di-
rections. This year, volunteers will do the same, hold 
start and finish sign and block off streets along the run-
ning path.
   “It’s one of the few volunteer opportunities that we 
have during the year that you can see immediate results 

from,” Alex Hash, community outreach coordinator 
said.
   Volunteers who help out this year will complete 
nearly four hours out of their 12.5 community hour 
requirement. 
   “I thought it would be a great opportunity to serve the 
community beyond our tutoring club,” said Jim Card 
(’16), who is the co-founder of the Tutoring Club, and 
volunteered for the Drumstick Dash last year. “I think 
it does a great service not only because not a lot of peo-
ple are willing to wake up at 5:00 and go to a race, let 
alone just stand there in 30 degree weather just hold-

Elizjah Swain is injured in the 
last two minutes of state semis

emcee over the years, none have pro-
moted, organized, and recruited to the 
degree that Hatcher did. Until we have 
a student decide to step up and lead, we 
will continue to have low participation 
levels, and that would be a shame.”
   Many who performed in the middle 
school talent shows are afraid to perform 
at Muses, and that they will humiliate 
themselves. 
   “I didn’t sign up because the only cool 
thing I can do is put my legs behind my 
head, and that would be a ridiculous 
thing to do on stage,” Morgan Sturm 
(‘17) said. “It’s changed over the years 
because there are less acts, and I think 
that’s because people are afraid of embar-
rassing themselves.” 

ing a rope. So, it was good that we could get people to 
come out and do that.”
   Not only does the school encourage their students to 
act on this opportunity, but those who cannot can still 
help the Rescue Mission for Thanksgiving. For some 
time now, each advisory comes together to provide a 
whole Thanksgiving dinner for a family. With their 
help, approximately 30-40 families will be feed, accord-
ing to Hash.
   “By helping them with feeding the hungry, these ef-
forts make a direct impact on the community,” Hash 
said.

   The season was almost over, but the 
Raiders continued to play as hard as ever 
on Nov. 8 in the VISSAA Division III 
state semi-finals game even though the 
outcome was decided.
   Then, a tragic accident happened to 
freshman Robert “Eli” Swain.
   It was late in the fourth quarter, 3:21 
left to play to be exact. Sophomore mid-
dle linebacker Lucas Arnold was in the 
process of making a tackle on one of the 
Fredericksburg Christian running backs 
and somehow landed into Swain’s right 
leg. 
   Swain suffered a dislocated knee and 
a broken bone in two places, specifically 
his tibula and fibula. 
   “It was late in the game and we had 
all of our young guys in,” Arnold said. 
“I was coming at an angle to tackle their 
running back and had to dive and when 
I made the tackle I took Eli’s legs out and 
he began screaming.” Arnold followed 
up by saying that when one person goes 
down we all go down. “I feel like he’ll 
bounce back quick.” 
   Someone who played a big help in 
keeping Eli calm and made sure he made 
it to the hospital safe was assistant coach 
David Lake.
   “My first thought was what happened 
and how could I help,” said Lake. “Any-
time you see a player go down you im-
mediately hope that they can get up 
and rebound quickly, but when you see 
something as serious as Eli’s injury, you 
begin to start worrying and praying that 
he heals up quickly.” 
   Lucky for him, Dr. Joseph Moskal was 
present and could do an operation on Eli 
right there on the field. 
   “He moved my calf gently around and 
popped [my knee] back in place,” Swain 
said, “I didn’t really feel a thing.” 
   Dr. Moskal ensured that Swain was 
rushed to Mary Washington Hospital, 

where doctors performed a surgery to 
save his leg. Swain returned to Roanoke 
and is at Carillion Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital where he underwent another 
surgery on Nov. 11. Swain may need 
more surgeries to help his leg recover ful-
ly. The prognosis is that he may even re-
turn to athletics at some point next year.
   With this tragic accident Eli and his 
mom have became closer and feel more a 
part of the North Cross family. 
   “With all the people, the players on the 
team going to visit him at the hospital 
and the kids in the lower school making 
cards for him,” Lake said, “I think they 
appreciate that and feel even more wel-
comed to the school.” 
   An eyewitness to the injury was fresh-
man Bennett Dorton. 
   “All I remember seeing is Rob going in 
for a tackle and Lucas swinging in the air 
and hitting him,” Dorton said. “When 
I saw his leg and him going in opposite 
directions – and his foot dangling – I al-
ready knew something bad happen and 
all I could do was turn and look away 
because of how it looked.” 
Eli and Bennett are really close friends 
and have built a bound with each other 
over the first couple of months of school.
   “Eli is a great dude that is always hap-
py,” Dorton said. “I can’t really think of 
anybody that doesn’t like him, he’s a joy 
to be around and I’m happy that he’s 
handling this calm.”


