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Field hockey’s magical ride ends on turf in final
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Football loses to familiar foe in state semi-final game
By Dre Colston

team. “I think we did a lot of things right,” Coach Da-
vid Lake said, “we just played a very tough opponent 
with great athletes and great coaches.” “We faced a 
really tough defense that Saturday,” quarterback Max 

By Meagan Pruitt

DEFENSE HELPS SOCCER WIN THIRD TITLE
By Piers McGinn

PERFECT KICK: Christian Entleitner (‘15) scores the night’s second goal in the 66th 
minute on a penalty kick, allowing the team to focus on defense for the final 24 minutes. The 
boys’ team adds to state championships in 2007 and 2012. Photo by Robert Robillard

   Brandon Campbell (’16) is just a 
junior this year, but is one of the most 
underrated and important players on 
this year’s state championship winning 
varsity soccer team.
   “The defense this year was amazing,” 
said Campbell. “We stuck together as a 
family.”
   This statement is backed up by the 
statistics, as the team only allowed a total 
of 15 goals in the 24 games played this 
season.
   Campbell has stepped up to lead the 
defense on the team by being very vocal 
and defending to almost perfection. 
   “It was so much fun playing with him 
this year,” said Jack Holley (’17), who 
also started alongside Campbell in the 
defensive side of the field.
   Campbell finished with three goals and 
two assists to round out the year with 
eight points. 
   “He can just smash it,” said Jackson 
Wages (‘18), a new student who won the 
annual PK shootout and the infamous 
dollar bill signed by former head coach, 

Field hockey made North 
Cross history on Oct. 7, when 
they won 4-2 against Foxcroft 
in the state semifinals, mak-
ing them the first Raider field 
hockey team to make it to state 
finals. 

However, the Fredericksburg 
Falcons, No. 2 in the state, re-
deemed an earlier loss at home 
to the Raiders by defeating the 
No. 1 team 3-1 at the finals. All 
of the goals were scored off cor-
ners.

“I think the hardest part 
about playing offense is making 
the right decision in the circle,” 
Lawrence said, “and always get-
ting back on defense, because 
every player has to play defense 
in field hockey.” 

The starting sophomores, 
Shaida Campbell (left forward), 

Margaret Lawrence (center 
mid) and Morgan Sturm (left 
mid), form a pact that inevita-
bly results in many of the field 
hockey goals. 

Passing to Avery Sturm (‘15) 
on her right or Morgan Sturm 
on her left, Lawrence acts as 
the distributor in the middle 
that allows the ball to transi-
tion smoothly from one side of 
the field to the other. A quick 
push pass (ball pushed on the 
ground) or a lift (ball flicked 
high enough to get across 
blocking sticks on the ground, 
but not above players’ hips) are 
sure to complete the transfer.

Once on the sidelines, either 
the Sturms or a defensive mid-
fielder can carry the ball toward 
the opposing goal. If everything 
goes smoothly, it can be passed 
back to the midis or forwards. 

The forwards dribble (run with 
the ball) to the corners of the 
field, and drive (hit) it to the re-
ceiving mids in the circle, who 
hopefully deflect it into the 
goal. 

Of course, this is based on 
the assumption that each pass is 
made and the opposing defend-
ers do not intercept or block the 
transfers. 

Within the circle surround-
ing the goal, if an obstruction 
occurs (most often this includes 
hacking (hitting the other play-
er’s stick while not in possession 
of the ball) or touching the ball 
with one’s foot) then a corner 
commences. However, this 
isn’t like soccer. The ball is not 
kicked (in this case hit) in from 
the corners of the field. 

One goal: Avery Sturm (‘15) scores the only Raider goal of the state 
championship game. Photo by Robert Robillard

Revercomb said. “I think that their defense was one 
of the best we had played. We moved the ball well at 
times but just didn’t finish drives.” Revercomb averaged 
249.2 passing yards per game. Against Fredericksburg 
Revercomb was 12 for 17 and threw for 184 yards scor-
ing the team’s only touchdown. This season the Raiders 
averaged 34.4 points per game and were held to only 6 
points this game.
   “I was very impressed by the team this season,” 
Coach Lake said, “I think that the team was very young                
and I cannot wait for next year.”
   The Raiders offense was shut down early in the game, 
having to punt on their earlier possessions. Revercomb 
mentioned that the team was “physically out-matched.” 
Although the team might not be the strongest, fastest 
or the biggest, you could never tell by the fight the team 
still had when they went down on the scoreboard. Al-
though some would say the team was physically out-
matched, the Raiders have always had to play bigger 
opponents.
   “Saturday was a very emotional time for me,” said 
Moskal, who remained a captain all season, “but overall 
I felt like we fought hard to the final whistle.” 

   From the start, the Raiders were immediately out-
numbered in the state semi-finals game against bigger, 
older and undefeated Fredericksburg Christian, who 
eliminated the boys from the playoffs by a score of 53-6 
on Saturday. 
   But that one game did not define the varsity football 
season.
   Four outstanding seniors who were great leaders on 
and off the field led this year’s team: Max Revercomb, 
Isaiah Harris, Ryan Dent and Sterling Moskal. The 
seniors faced adversity all season. Losing a returning 
offensive lineman in Sterling Moskal really hurt the 
Raiders this season; not having a senior on the offen-
sive line was a huge loss. Isaiah Harris tried to overcome 
hamstring and hip injuries early in the beginning of the 
season and Ryan Dent played with an ankle injury the 
whole season. 
  In the state semifinal game, the Raiders seemed to 
be physically out-matched. The offensive line being 
outweighed by approximately 300 to 400 pounds, it 
seemed to make a huge difference in the play of the       

Mr. Cook. “He knows where to hit the 
ball, and even when he misses, it is still 
going to be one the most incredible shots 
a goalie will see at this level.” 
   “He is a good player,” said James 
Brown, the current varsity boy’s and girl’s 
soccer head coach. “He excels in clearing 
and can knock the ball around well.” 
   This was the school’s second state 
championship in three years. Since 
Campbell was also part of the 2012 state 
championship team, it was not the first 
time Campbell earned a ring. 
   “It was a cool experience to get a 
second ring,” Campbell said. “But what 
made it even better was the fact that I 
started every game and made a large 
contribution this year on the field.” 
   Campbell also has aspirations to play 
college soccer. At this moment he would 
like to play in Division III for either 
Hampden-Sydney or Roanoke College.
   “Nothing is guaranteed in life,” 
Campbell said. “I have to make the most 
of everyday and continue to train hard 
in order to make my dream of playing 
college soccer a reality.”

Jordan Lowery (‘16) caught 10 touchdown passes this year.

   For a program that did not 
field a full boys and girls team 
just last year, the cross county 
teams have crossed more than 
one finish line.
   “We had a great season,” 

said Michael Schaefer, assistant 
coach. “It is the first time in my 
five years at North Cross that we 
have had a full boys team and 
a full girls team for our varsity 
squads. We also have a number 
of middle school runners who 
are really improving and our 

team has a bright future.”
   In the state meet, the boy’s 
team finished fifth overall out of 
31 teams and the girls finished 
eighth overall out of 23 teams. 
Schaefer was very satisfied with 
the performances of both teams.
   “We did a great job at the state 
meets,” he said. “We are defi-
nitely looking forward to a great 
future. Coach Dickinson and I 
were very appreciative of all of 
the hard work that our runners 
put in.”
   One prime example of dedi-
cation within the cross country 
team was Jingmao Yun (’17). 
Before last year when he was 
a freshman, he had never run 
cross country before. This year, 
he became one of the main con-
tributors on the boys’ team and 
finished the state meet with a 
career best 20:33.24, roughly 
five minutes faster than his time 
on the same course last year. 
His performance helped secure 

the fifth-place finish. He cred-
its his teammates, coaches and 
a unique off-season regimen for 
his success.
   “My teammates always en-
courage me and my coaches are 
always telling me ‘good job’ at 
the end of practice,” he said. 
“This summer I went back to 
China and I rode my bike ev-
eryday for 25 miles.”
    His teammate, Walter Mann 
(’16), appreciates all of the hard 
work that Yun has put in.
   “Jingmao does nothing but 
improve,” Mann said. “He was 
a surprisingly good runner last 
year and got even better this 
year. I’m happy to have him on 
the team.”
   Mann himself is a great story 
of perseverance, as some ex-
tenuating circumstances led to 
a finish below his normal stan-
dards, as he and several other of 
the front runners took a wrong 
turn at the one mile mark.

Cross country proud of success in state meet; boys place 5th
By Tanner Smith    “I was in fourth place over-

all out of 300 and there was no 
lead vehicle, as there typically is 
with someone on an ATV and 
the front guy got lost,” he said. 
“I was just focusing on running 
and not paying attention to 
where I was going. I then saw 
a pack of about 270 people pass 
by us on a different route so 
I had to run back to the trail. 
It killed my race. I didn’t even 
check where I finished because 
I was way too upset.”
   Despite this mishap, Mann 
kept on running and managed 
to finish in 61st place with a 
time of 19:53.33. Mann knew 
that in the end it was all about 
the team.
   “I did the best I could,” he said. 
“If I had just given up the way I 
know a lot of people did in the 
same situation we wouldn’t have 
secured the fifth-place finish. I 
felt like I owed it to my team to 
do my best given the situation.”

Every place matters: Jingmao Yun (‘17) finishes in 20:33.24, helping 
to propel the boy’s team to a fifth-place finish. Photo by Jeff Kennard

To see the rest of this article, go to 
Willishallherald.weebly.com.


